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Drafting and approving the spatial management plan



What is a spatial management plan?

“A spatial management plan is a comprehensive, strategic 
document that provides the framework and direction for 
Blue Planning decisions. It should identify when, where 
and how goals and objectives will be met.”



Blue Planning as a future-oriented activity

Scenarios are a useful tool for discussing different planning options with stakeholders:

• Create visual stories
• Produce alternative views of the future
• An opportunity to be creative and imaginative 
• Can help to make choices
• Can provide policy direction
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Blue Planning means balancing interests

Drafting the plan is all about decision-making
• What activities/developments to prioritize 

where/when?
• What activities/developments to restrict 

where/when?
• What management measures to use?
• On which criteria will you base your decisions?

By Peter Prokosch, GRID-Arendal



Blue Planning means balancing interests

This is a good time to go back to your planning 
principles, vision and objectives: 
• What is it you are setting out to achieve?
• How will you integrate sectoral plans/interests? 

Statutory or advisory? 
• A statutory plan is a regulatory plan created under 

law
• An advisory plan is an advisory framework for 

decision-making

By Peter Prokosch, GRID-Arendal



Zoning criteria for allocating seascape to certain uses and non-uses

• International and national regulations.
• Economic and technical considerations.
• Physical and environmental conditions.
• Preferential conditions.
• Setting incentives.



Hints on allocating zones and identifying Blue Planning measures

Blue planning can influence overlapping human uses by:
• Prohibiting a use.
• Segregating different uses, spatially and/or 

temporally.
• Regulating uses

Note: Just because activities overlap does not 
automatically imply a conflict!
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Remember…

• Blue Planning does not substitute sector plans!

• Blue Planning is not just zoning nor licensing!

• The plan is not the ultimate goal. As with any plan, 
the key is its implementation!
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Drafting and approving the spatial management plan

1. Identify Blue Planning measures

2. Allocate sea use

3. Explore positions and negotiate the 
draft plan

Blue Planning in Practice exercises




