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By Jeremy Bishop tidesinourveins -
https://unsplash.com/photos/ZpfHDnQIhFAImageGallery, CC0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=62070960

Now you are a responsible planner for 
this sea area!

What do you need to know first?

Where do you get this information?

What evidence do you base your 
planning decisions on?



Key points for inventory and analysis

• Difference between information and evidence.

• Information may be needed on an area larger than the 
planning area.

• Data may be difficult to track down.

• There may be issues related to data quality, usability, 
reliability and accessibility.

• There may be issues of scale (data resolution).

➢ Usually, systematic data collection and exchange for 
Blue Planning are lacking!

➢ Map uncertainties!
By Dimitris Poursanidis, GRID-Arendal



What do you ideally need to know for the initial inventory stage of 
Blue Planning

1. What is going on in the sea and on land right now? 
2. What is likely to happen in the next 10 years? 
3. What enabling/constraining factors might you need to 

deal with? 

Visualizing baseline information:
• Administrative boundaries.
• The physical/biological context: bathymetry, ecology, 

habitats, geology, oceanography, climate data, indices 
(e.g. vulnerability, biodiversity etc.).

• Human activities (present/planned).
• Natural values (e.g. habitats, nature conservation 

areas, ecosystem services).
• Designated areas and regulations for sectors.

The German North Sea (EEZ) (BSH 2012)



Holders of information

Information can come from many sources:

• Public authorities (e.g. nature conservation and 
fisheries authorities). 

• Research institutes and universities.
• NGOs.
• Traditional sea users.
• Stakeholders (e.g. fishermen, tour operators, marine 

transport companies).
• Local community groups.
• Private sector (e.g. offshore wind farming companies, 

shrimp farming companies, electricity companies).
Source: WWF 2010



Dealing with information gaps

Type of information gap Short term solutions Long term solutions

Lack of knowledge
Modelling the marine environment
Precautionary measures
Using local knowledge 

A joint research agenda
Using local knowledge 

Lack of spatial attribution
Use expert knowledge through
stakeholder processes

Promotion of interdisciplinary
research

Disclosure gap A genuine stakeholder process
Awareness-raising of the
benefits of Blue Planning

Communication gap
Interdisciplinary Blue Planning
teams 

Regular exchange of know-how
Joint working groups

Adapted from BaltSeaPlan Report No. 10
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Blue Planning in Practice exercises

1. Map your seascape.
2. Identify spatial incompatibilities.
3. Determine when Decision Support Tools 

are useful

By Erick Ross Salazar




